
Pastors at St. Boniface Parish 

The first priests to service the mission of St. Boniface Parish were S.J. (Jesuits).  Their 
missionary district was chiefly Waterloo County, but also covered all Western Ontario to 
Goderich, St. Thomas and the Lake Erie shores to Niagara Falls.  These priests would 
bless births, marriages and deaths. They were stationed in St. Agatha and only visited 
on their way through.  

Rev. John Louis Wiriath   1834                                                                      
Born in Alsace and came to Canada in 1834 

Rev. Peter Schneider   1837                                                                
Born in lower Alsace and came to Canada in 1830 

Rev. John Louis Wiriath   1844                                                              

Rev. Simon Sanderl    1844                                                             
Born in Bavaria and came to Canada in 1844 

Rev. Anton Schmid    1844                                                                  
Born in Bavaria and came to Canada in 1844 

Rev. Louis Caveng    1847                                                                  
Born in Switzerland and came to Canada in 1847.  Father Caveng called a 
meeting and it was decided to begin work on a new church. “New Germany 
mission had a poor old log church-school” . 

Rev. Bernard Fritsch   1847                                                             
Born in Bavaria and came to Canada in 1847.  Father recorded Baptisms – Oct. 
1847, Marriage April 1847 and Death August 1847. 

Very Rev. John Holzer   1848                                                                   
A native of Austria and came to New Germany in 1848 to 1852.  “He built or 
finished many churches including New Germany”.                                            
Was the first resident priest. 

Rev. John Baptist Baumgartner  1852                                                                  
A native of Alsace and came to New Germany 1852 – 1856. “Under his 
administration a splendid bell was secured.”   

Rev. Dr. J. A. Arnold   1856                                                                    A 
native of Switzerland and came to New Germany in 1856.  “Was a man of great 
learning but was often sick.” 



Rev. Edward. Glowacki C.R.  1860                                                                  
A native of Prussia.  He was the first ordination in the County at St. Agatha 
Church, St. Agatha, Ontario. Came to New Germany in 1860. 

Rev. Frances X. Rassaerts   1864                                                                    
A native of Holland.  Came to New Germany in 1864.    

Rev. Frances Breitkopf CR   1865                                                                  
A native of Prussia and came to New Germany in 1865.   “He organized the St. 
Boniface Society for men to work by word and example to influence the youths of 
the parish in their morals and manners.  In 1866 he took the most systematic and 
complete census of the parish – taken down number, sex, age condition of every 
individual, the size of the farm and its condition, the character of the father, etc.” 
He also “erected the fine brick rectory beside the church.  He began preparation 
for the building of a new church, the old one have become too small, though 
being still in good repair and condition.” 

Rev. E. Glowacki CR   1872                                                               
Returned to New Germany in 1872 

Rev. C. Niemann    1873                                                                     
Native of Germany and came to New Germany in 1873.  “In his last two years he 
built the new church (St. Boniface) on the site of the old one. The erection of the 
church was an easy matter for him, but the payment for it was more difficult.”       

Very Rev. Stephen Foerster  1878                                                                           
Born in Prussia and came to New Germany in 1878.  The church at its 
completion was $11,000.00, besides what had been paid for while under 
construction.  He baptized, married and buried many of his parishioners.    

Rev. Dean Joseph. F. Wey   1924                                                             
Born in St. Agatha, Ontario.  Became assistant pastor 1924.  His family was one 
of the early settlers in St. Agatha.    

Rev. Joseph A. Diemert   1937 

Rev. J. A. Fischer    1953 

Rev. Vincent J. Pickett   1960 

Rev. John J. Dwyer    1966 

Rev. John Lawless    1967 

Rev. William F. Sherlock   1979 



Rev. Charles T. Schefter   1982 

Rev. Arthur H. Busch   1990 

Rev. Ron A. Voisin    1995


