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Greetings From The New President

Asl_f.hg incoming President of the newly named Maryhill Historical Soci-
Executive ety, | want tothank all who have supported this Society the last 42
President: Tomyex§ BSgforward, with a new name to reflect  changing times, we
V. President: lhdilsdssodes Will Gidhdvith new members and new ideas while re-
secretary: Mar@iyRiog kch ﬁeEi]tage. At the recent Annual General Meeting, Marg
; re ? S :; rer: q Fr ?Iﬁrgx lsandVLgegA EWeItzeI were added to the board replacing Ken
as rest Oent nansdf ahd Sidhe Befz. | Wilnt to thank Diane and Ken for their years
of service to the board. Something new this year, we are going to try
(Splnq%f)uges one Sunday each month during the winter. We are hoping
. this will appeal to those researching their families. We will still have
Susi e Mot z : .
Carol Neumann  Oursummer Open Hous_es. I am a§k|ng for everyone tq share their old
Frank Rider pictures from the Maryhill -Bloomingdale -Shantz Station and other local
Ron Schmuck areas on our Facebook Group Site. We want to keep the Society alive in
Diane Strickl ethesechangingtimesandwe welcome new members and fresh ideas.
Mary Ann StrohOFr°hliche Weihnachtend to all_ ou I o
Lee Ann Wet ze | familiesand|hope you have a great winter. It sounds like
itds going to be cold and | ong!
s %

i i i . W y dzk
... Join us this Winter /Spring  css naa
ity G GKS 9RGENR I bt SNI |2 dkAC | Hont
OPEN HIBOSE 2§ FNB 218y 2y0S | Y2YEHKINR |Hc
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Board of Dire
Doug Kell er

An Item From the Past - TinkerToys

Years ago many letters to Santa contained a request for TinkerToys. A set
consisted of a bunch of wooden spools, wheels, and spokes that could be
fitted together to make just about anything. Like the Lego of today, Tink-
erToys were under most family Christmas trees. TinkerToys were created in
1914 and were packaged in a cardboard tube to help reduce shipping costs
for mail orders. The back of the package contained a space for an address
label and postage. By 1918 over 2.5 million sets had been sold. If you have
an old set, check the colour of the spools and sticks. In 1932 red spools
were added and red sticks in 1953. In 1955 green, blue and yellow sticks
were added. In 1914, the original TinkerToys sold for 60 cents. TinkerToys
are still sold today although they come in a box and are made of plastic. A
set of 100 today will set you back approximately $50!



https://maryhillroots.com
mailto:maryhillroots@gmail.com

WINTER 2019 2020 PAGE 2

From of Our Community: Irene Sarah Harnack Bitschy

A real treat this winter fi we learn about the life and times of one of our eldest members of our socie-
ty. This article was written by I reneds daugh

Irene was born on October 18 t 1914 on the family ' [ ‘m
farm in Shantz Station to Joseph and Johannah .’ L | ™
(Reinhart) Harnack. Irene was the middle child of

nine siblings. She had five sisters and three broth-

ers: Katherine Wilhelm, Doretta Bauman, Stanley

Harnack, Edgar Harnack, Eleanor Harnack, Wilfred

Harnack, Vera Schnurr, and Gladys Bitschy. Today

Irene is the only living sibling.

As the First World War was just beginning so was

l reneds |ife. l rene was

her sister Eleanor was born. Over the next year Elea-

nor became very sick and in 1917 Irene was sent to

live with her godfather Charles Reinhart, because

her mother couldndt take

as a sick child. She lived with her uncle Charlie and

Aunt Sara for the next two years . Sadly Eleanor

passed away. Irene never knew what her sister passed away from.

Every member of the family had a chore or t
round porch on the old farmhouse as well as help her grandma Harnack (Eva Kersnowski Har-
nack) pick raspberries from the garden.

In 1920 Irene started school; it was just down the road from the family farm. Shantz Station SS14
was a one room school house that had eight
those days for a |l eft handed child |ike
understanding as they are today for lefties. In fact some people in the church felt that left handed
people must be witches, but thanks to a little persuasion from her father, the school turned a blind
eye to her using her left hand. Irene is still a lefty today.

One of I renebds fondest memories occurred when
so happy because their usual Christmas gifts were socks or mitts, a few nuts, a piece of candy and
usually a large orange. She sewed a body and cherished that doll for years to come. In the winter
after dinner she would follow her brothers and sisters to the skating rink that was on the pond

just down the road. Her brothers would make a fire and the pond was lit by the lanterns that they

had brought from home.

When Irene was old enough her father would have her take coal oil to her uncle Charles. The cost
was a nickel. Uncle Charlie would pay her for the oil and then slip another nickel into her hand

just for her. Irene took that nickel home and gave it to her grandma so that her grandma would
have money to give to the church for Sunday offering.

At the age of 14, in 1928, Il rene was working a
There she was washing and ironing the linens in an upstairs room above the tavern. The floor in

that room had a trap door with a carpet covering it. This was one of the scariest times of her life.
Prohibition had become reality and it was being enforced. There was a look  -out at the front door of
the hotel and when the police came walking down King street for inspections the men downstairs
would knock on the ceiling and Irene would open the door send down the wash basket to be filled

with the liquor. Irene would hoist up the basket shut the door and cover the basket with the laun-

dry and continue ironing until the police finished searching the hotel. Fortunately they never got

caught.
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More about Irene Bitschy

Her own family was also making liquor for sale during that time. The family farm Prohibition

had a opot still 6 as she remembers unde . d
with some of her brothers and sisters when the police came to the farm to do a raid. Stills

She remembers a police officer who was friends with her father coming to the farm & Hard

to warn her father that the raid would be happening. Everything was hidden away Times

and the entrance covered over. The police only found one small bottle of liquor up

above the kitchen door. Her father claimed it was for medicinal use. Angry and disappointed at not

finding the evidence of a bootlegging operation the police issued her father a ticket for having lig-

uor on the premises. Looking back at those times money was scarce and families needed to be fed.

It was risky, but times were hard and they did what it took to make a living.

Garden parties and picnics were a regular aff aifr’.
Maryhill. William Bitschy was one of those boys. It was at one of these gatherings at home that
William (Bill) set his eyes on Irene. She wasndt
ering went upstairs to her room and stayed there. Bill danced with her grandma Harnack and con-
vinced her to talk to Irene. This worked i n Bijlll
new couple had some trouble getting married at St Boniface Church because Irene had been living

in Kitchener. The priest at the church at Thdyat Jti
made a compromi se and on April 25th 1935 Bill n d
Kitchener. Their wedding supper consisted of hotdogs and potato salad and, of course, whiskey.

Their honeymoon was spent in Niagara Fall s. en
sister Minnie and then they moved to a service station on the corner of Frederick and Bruce Street.

Irene was pumping gas and scooping ice -cream at the station, while Bill was hauling coal. They

lived there for a few years and then moved to Breslau. It is there in 1940 that Irene became a

mother for the first time. Irene had four daughters Charlotte, Sheila, Marlene and Lynda. Irene

lived in Breslau for about 5 years at which time she and the family moved back to Shantz Station.

They bought a farm right behind her old home. Her last three daughters were born there. Irene

worked along with Bill on the farm. He was delivering milk and hauling coal while Irene worked

the farm. Milking the cows and working in the fields were just some of the chores to be done. In

1953 Bill took a job with the Canadian National Railway. And in 1957 they sold the farm and

moved into Kitchener.

Irene was a stay -at-home mom until the University of Waterloo opened a student residence. She

was convinced by her neighbor Betty to join i
momé at the wuniversity. She had to take two s e
Waterloo. There was no transportation from that corner to the student residence so she was

picked up by car and driven to the other side of the campus. While Irene worked there she made

many good friendships with the students especially the ones from out of the country. There were

times when she would invite those students to her home for a meal. She would often say that they

were home sick and in return they would share different food that they received from their own

families. Irene retired in May of 1975. She and Bill enjoyed their retirement together. Irene loved

to go to her daughterods cottage and sit out on Qth
away in August of that year. They had been married for 53 years.

In 1989 Irene sold her house and moved to an apartment on Natchez road in Kitchener. This would

be her home for the next eighteen years. She stjar
were just some of the fun things that she took part in. Meeting new people was always easy for her.

She applied for her first passport in 1990. Her first time on an airplane took her to Alaska where

she could see Russia from the coast. She also enjoyed trips to California, Florida, and Georgia and

|l astly the best of all was Tennessee, where t

Continued on the next page ...
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More about Irene Bitschy

In 2006 Irene packed up her apartment and moved into assisted living at Chateau Gardens in

Elmira. She continued to live there enjoying the small community. In 2011 Irene moved once

again to Forest Heights Long Term Care in Kitchener where she resides today and has just recent-

ly celebrated her 105 t birthday.

Irene Sarah Harnack Bitschy is in good health and there are days that she is smart as a whip. For-
est Heights keeps her busy in fact someti mes t
ple here know how old I am? | need my afternoo
Irene has four daughters, twelve grandchildren, fourteen great grandchildren and one great great
grandchild to arrive soon. Irene never thought she would ever see the day that she would be part

of five generations.
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New Span to Bypass
0Ki ssing

Modernization has overtaken
Ontariods | ast
more romantic age, the
O0kissing bridgebd
Montrose.

The Ontario Highways De-
partment yesterday awarded

a $107,291 contract to the

Toronto construction firm

of R.A. Blyth for a new

bridge.

But the covered relic is to

be granted a reprieve. It

will be left standing for
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a half mile east of the ex-
isting structure. The old

a relic of the

horse and buggy days, was
believed to have been built

r e abput13yearsago, alt-

hough the top was not added
wntil mameyears after the
floor was laid, Some of

the original timbers are 50
feet long. The original

floor of three - inch oak
planks was replaced recent-
ly with asphalt and gravel.
The constant menace of
flooding necessitated the
building of a central abut-
ment and it was at this

time that the bridge was
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covered in for extra pro-
tection.

Through its dim interior
have passed many pioneers
of Waterloo County. It has
become a tradition that a
kiss is the price of cross-

ing the ancient structure.

(A tradition no doubt
scoffed at by the more har-
dy farmers and villagers of
West Montrose).

The bridge is believed to
be the only one of its kind
in the province.

The heavy toll
traffic has put into semi
retirement a relic of ro-
mantic days in southern On-

au ¥t @72 @’ N
z NLE snzlayﬁﬁz




A New TraditionByabatGheiias t

Christmas is associated with family, festive meals, favourite Christ-

mas music and much more. A few years ago our family added

something unique to the mix. My husband, John, and | made orna-

ments using pictures of our ancestors and hung them on our Christ-

mas tree. We kept it simple. Pictures were photocopied and pasted

onto red shiny card stock. Then a little pizzazz was added by simp-

ly drawing some curly designs around the edge using a gold mark-

er. Some of the pictures are very old going back to the late 1700s

and some are as recent as John himself (d. 2015). These ornaments

create an opportunity to talk about our ancestors. Grandchildren

and visitors have asked about

the old guy with the funny si de b g7
Anton Weiler begin. 0OAnd who i s guy?ao0
about our ancestors has been launched and hopefully interest in family history grows a little in
the younger generation. So Anton, Andrew, Regina, Jacob, Uncle Jim, John and many more,
we remember you at this family time of the year

The Last Word The Lynx Mystery
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Whatever to the Lynx?

When askini (much to my surprise)

our house was a |ittle girl. I n

| ooked so eep Wet difachrd wweer yarleorughnsur e
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This column will feature stories from years ago i often handed down by word of mouth.
Got a story you want to share? Contact us!!




