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Join our  

Facebook Group:   

Maryhill Roots 
This private group is a 
great place to see pic-
tures, comments and old 
friends from the commu-
nity.  Search for us and 
request to join! 

A big thank you to all who made our Canada Day a great 
success.  With attendance of 100+ we had much to offer 
including horse drawn wagon tours of the village, a cemetery 

tour, representation from New Horizons,  the Lionõs Club, 
Woolwich Fire Department (Maryhill) and the Knights of 
Columbus.  We had live music, music from an antique circus 
calliope and much more.    

On September 22nd we celebrated Heritage Day  at the 
Community Centre.  Thank you to our generous donors, our 
generous Heritage Day attendees and all who returned raffle tickets.  The 
money raised will support our 2020 operations.    

This summer we launched a successful 
Facebook Group that has allowed us to 
reconnect with old friends, meet relatives 
and share pictures and stories of the area.  
And as the fun of the summer and fall 
seasons wraps up, so does my two year 
term as president.  A rewarding experience, 
I encourage anyone who is passionate 
about our community and heritage to 
volunteer with us.   November 17th marks our Annual General Meeting where we 
will vote our new President, Board of Directors and Committee members. I am 
pleased to welcome Joanna Hall-Rickert as our guest speaker at our 
AGM.   Joanna recently published "Waterloo You Never Knew."   I 
look forward to seeing you all at our AGM!   

Greetings From The President  

Pictures from Canada Day 2019  

https://maryhillroots.com
mailto:maryhillroots@gmail.com


 

This fall we feature Earl Stroh, a friendly and hard working family 

man, with a passion for car racing and fastball.       

Born June 17 1940 in Kitchener, to parents Stanley Stroh and Ger-

aldine Karley.  Earl was 2 nd in a line up of siblings including Sally 

(Brohman) then Earl, Ken, Rosemary (Uhrig), Don, and Sheila 

(Parsons).  Earl started school at St. Josephõs on Courtland Ave in 

Kitchener.  The family moved to New Dundee, Breslau, Ariss and 

eventually Maryhill where they rented a house owned by Joe Moyer. 

Earl attended grade school at Pilkington and then Maryhill.  When 

Earl was in Grade 10, his father, a bulldozer driver, died unexpect-

edly at the age of 37.  Being the oldest son, Earl quit school and 

found his first job at the Kurtz Produce Turnip Plant on 8 th  line, owned by Willy and Jim Kurtz.  

Earl boarded with Helen and Jim Kurtz.  Earl awoke early in the morning, did chores, had break-

fast and then went on the mail run with Albert Kurtz (his employerõs father).  At noon they would 

stop and have lunch at Albertõs house, and then finish the mail run.  He would then head off to the 

turnip plant to wash and wax the turnips.  Back to Jim and Helenõs for dinner, Earl would finish 

off his day with more chores and maybe even more turnip waxing, and then head off to bed.  Not 

much down -time for a 15 year old!  Earl would go home to his motherõs on the Saturday evening 

after chores.  For all his work Earl was paid $30, and of this, he handed over $20 to his mother.  

Eventually Earl moved back home and took employment at Electrohome on Victoria Street.  He 

was often laid off, and called back and eventually he moved to a division of Electrohome named 

Deilcraft.    

Earlõs fun behind the wheel began when he was 16.   Helen Kurtz took him to get his licenseñhe 

got his beginners and drivers license both in the same day.   Earl purchased a 1938 Dodge Coupe 

from Nora and John Yacht, for $35.  Earl and his friends, Laverne and Howie Brohman, wanted to 

race the car at the Bridgeport Speedway.  The boys took iron stakes from snow fencing and welded 

them to the car to form a roll cage (how safe was that?).  They asked Bert Lichty, their older 

friend, to be their driver.  After 3 races, and no wins, Earl thought he could do a better job as the 

race car driver; however he had a problem.  Being only 16 years old, he needed his motherõs con-

sent and Geraldine Stroh was not about to sign off to allow her son to drive at the speedway.  Earl 

was determined and knew that his mother was passionate about drum and bugle corps.  He of-

fered to take her to see the Drum and Bugle Corp perform in a local parade ð if ð she would con-

sent to allow Earl to be a race car driver.    

That Saturday, Earl and his friends towed 

(with a chain of course)  the car to the race-

way where Earl was excited to make his 

debut as a race car driver!    His first race 

was a bust ð he was disqualified when he 

almost drove into the starter.  In spite of 

this Earl was hooked ñhe loved the sport 

and continued to learn to be a better driv-

er.   

Over the years, Earl raced better cars than 

the initial jalopy.  His main sponsor was 

Logelõs Auto Parts from Bridgeport.  His 

most famous car was the Fireball 5 ð and 

he won 19 races in a row with it!   
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Earl raced not only at Bridgeport Speedway but also at Flamboro,  Grand River Raceway, Cayuga, 

Hideaway and more.   

During his racing days, Earl started to date Mary Ann Fehrenbach. They knew each other as chil-

dren, having gone to school together.   Mary Ann and her friends Rosemary Stroh and Cookie 

Brohman enjoyed watching the races in Bridgeport.    Earl and Mary Ann married May 27 1961 

and moved in with Mary Annõs mother, then to Chestnut street in Kitchener and then back again 

to Maryhill where they rented from Florence and Alex Zettel.  In 1965 they built the house they 

still live in.  Earl and Mary Ann have three children ð Jan, Michael and Lee Ann.  Earl remembers 

the day when Jan was born.  He had won a race a few days later and picked up Mary Ann and the 

new baby (no baby car seat required back then) with a trophy on the front seat!    

Earl had fun at his races, but he was a hard worker and good provider for his family.  He worked 

for 38+ years in the welding industry starting at Carter Brothers Welding Supply Delivery as a 

truck driver.  Carterõs was sold to Canadian Oxygen where he ran a branch in Guelph and Water-

loo.   For a number of years, on his way home from work, Earl would pick up auto parts for Voisinõs 

garage and work there for a few hours.  He also bartended at the Commercial Hotel on Friday and 

Saturday nights and was a volunteer fire fighter.   

Today Earl and Mary Ann enjoy their retirement in Maryhill.  Earl tinkers in his shop out back 

welding, fixing and fiddling with things.  They are still race and fastball fans and attend the vari-

ous tournaments where Mary Ann is a score keeper.  They babysat their great -granddaughter one 

day a week until she recently started JK in September.  The Historical Society is proud to congrat-

ulate their granddaughter Erin Wetzel on recently being crowned Miss Oktoberfest 2019!    

More about Earl Stroh  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Diane: 

LΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭŀǿƴ ǇŀǊǝŜǎ  ŀƴŘ 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀǊȅƘƛƭƭ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ōȅ Ψ¢ƘŜ 
{ǘǊƛƴƎ .ŀƴŘΩΦ   ²Ƙƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΚ 

Dear Readers: 

¢ƘŜ bŜǿ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ {ǘǊƛƴƎ .ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 
ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƻŦ п ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ н ǾƛƻƭƛƴǎΣ ŀ ōŀǎǎ ŬŘŘƭŜ 
όǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ŀ /Ŝƭƭƻύ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎǳƛǘŀǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ мууу ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀǘ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘπ
ŜǊ ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŦǊƻƳ CǊŜŜƭǘƻƴ ǘƻ ²ŀƭƪŜǊπ
ǘƻƴΦ   ¢ƘŜ ōŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƳŜƳπ
ōŜǊǎ όŀǘ ƻƴŜ ǝƳŜ ƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊύΦ   .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ - !ƴŘǊŜǿΣ aŀǊŎǳǎ 
ŀƴŘ !ƭōŜǊǘ 9 ½ƛƴƎŜǊΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ ±ƻƎǘ ŀƴŘ 9ǳƎŜƴŜ 9ƭƳƭƛƴƎŜǊΦ    

¢ƘŜ {ǘǊƛƴƎ .ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǎǝƭƭ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ мфлпτŀǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
.ƭƻƻƳƛƴŘŀƭŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ  !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘΦ ά²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ƻǳǊ 
ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ ŀǘ CŜǊƴŀƴŘƻ {ƴȅŘŜǊΩǎ hȄōƻǿ ŦŀǊƳ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ 
ƭŀǊƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ƎƻƻŘ ǝƳŜΦ 
{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳǳǎƛŎ ōȅ ¢ƘŜ {ǘǊƛƴƎ .ŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀ ǎǳƳǇǘǳƻǳǎ ŦŜŀǎǘΣ 

ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ŦŜŜƭ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǝǎŬŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǳǝƴƎ άΦ   
{ŜŜ ¢ƘŜ [ŀǎǘ ²ƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ 9ǳƎŜƴŜ 9ƭƳƭƛƴƎŜǊΗ   

 

Left to Right:  Andrew Zinger, Marcus Zinger, George Vogt or Eu-

gene Elmlinger and Albert Zinger.  


